Financial information
2017-18

Total funds surplus increased this year mainly due
to restricted funds being received in advance for
forthcoming projects.
Income
Total income for the year was £492,644 (2017:
£443,182) of which donations and other income
for restricted fund projects were £198,895; this
figure includes income from business rentals at the
Sylva Wood Centre. Investments in the centre made
over the previous three years have produced a
contribution to income of around 11% this year.

Contact us
Sylva Foundation, Sylva Wood Centre,
Long Wittenham, Oxfordshire OX14 4QT
01865 408018
www.sylva.org.uk
Sylva Foundation is a charity registered in England & Wales
(1128516) and in Scotland (SC041892).

Cover: image Unveiling the ‘Utility & Livelihoods’ tree charter pole at the Sylva Wood Centre. Photo: Gabriel Hemery.

Income 2017-18. Bank interest contributed less than 1%.

Expenditure and Additions
Total expenditure was £345,871, (2017: £399,081)
which included investment (additions) in ongoing
development of the Sylva Wood Centre of £94,343.

Our thanks to . . .
all our supporters, without whom we could
not achieve what we do. Our partners are
acknowledged at: sylva.org.uk/partners
With thanks to Webmart for
contributing towards the
printing costs of this review.
www.webmartuk.com

trees and people together

to see the wood within the trees
and nurture both
is art and science
life cycling through earth, light and hands
a tender turning: work and beauty,
legacies growing
Harriet Fraser, 2017

Support us

Combined expenditure and additions 2017-18.

An independent financial statement and trustees’
report is available on request, and online from the
Charity Commission or Scottish Charity Regulator.

The Sylva Foundation
Roots Fund has been
set up to provide a vital
foundation of regular
support to underpin
our unique work. Any
donation,
whatever
the size, is extremely
valuable. Please ask us for
a leaflet or visit:
www.sylva.org.uk/roots

Annual review 2017-18

Highlights of 2017-18
We completed vital national research exploring
the future of forestry via the British Woodlands
Survey (BWS2017).
Responses were received from 1,630 people,
including owners, managers and professionals
responsible for more than half a million hectares of woodland—
about one-fifth of the UK’s total woodland area.
The BWS2017 report was published in March and made freely
available online. Follow-up work is planned with government
bodies and other organisations next year.

The new Forestry Yard at the Sylva Wood Centre

Through
the
myForest service
we continued to
support woodland
owners and professionals in
managing woodlands sustainably.
By the end of the year it was used
by those responsible for more
than 10,000 woodland properties
across Britain, covering 65,430ha.
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We were commissioned to develop
a Woodland Wildlife Toolkit by
the RSPB and the Woodland Trust.

This website aims to help people
improve woodland habitats for
nature.
At
the
Sylva
Wood Centre we
constructed a new
forestry yard and
welcomed local forestry contractor
Nick Keighley to establish his
business with us, supporting the
use of home-grown timber. We
also started to offer a range of
wood working courses.

Our plans for next year, 2018-19:
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We were proud to take a central role
in supporting the Charter for Trees
Woods and People, up to its launch
in November. Simon Clements, a sculptor based with
us at the Sylva Wood Centre, was commissioned to
carve 11 ‘Charter Poles’ which are now installed right
across the UK, including Belfast, Glasgow, Cardiff,
Lincoln, and the Sylva Wood Centre (see cover).

Entering our last year of project funding from the
Patsy Wood Trust, we supported environmental
education among young people across the UK.
Some 1,200 educators, many of them Forest School
leaders, were using our myForest for Education
platform by the end of the year. Free education
resources for learning about trees and wood were
provided on our TIMBER! website.
Our work featured in a wide range of media
channels during the year, including BBC Radio 4
Costing the Earth and BBC Countryfile.

Sylva Foundation is an environmental charity . . .

Explore innovative approaches to engaging woodland
owners and managers in collecting environmental
data.

Celebrate the birth of the Kingdom of England during
the Anglo-Saxon era via a new educational project,
the ‘House of Wessex’, at the Sylva Wood Centre.

Follow up with partners and stakeholders to address
the outcomes of the British Woodlands Survey 2017.

Launch ‘myForest Prime’ to help support sustainable
forest management across Britain, and explore tools
to encourage more woodland creation.

Contribute towards the publication of an Action Plan
for Climate Change resilience for English forestry.
Pilot innovative tools and approaches to support
payment for ecosystem services across Britain.
Launch the ‘Forest Schools for All’ project to encourage
more participation in forest schools across the country.
Initiate a new in-house training and seminar
programme at the Sylva Wood Centre using a new
purpose-built facility.

Continue development of the ‘Woodland Wildlife
Toolkit’ with funders and partners, to encourage more
people to manage woodlands to support biodiversity.
Renovate a large redundant building at the Sylva
Wood Centre to support more business enterprise in
wood, including new incubation facilities.
Employ our first Wood Tutor to support learning in
wood design and craft.

. . . helping trees and people grow together

