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A note from our CEO

Financial Information

O

Income and Funds
Income for 2015-16 was lower by more than 50%
compared to the last financial year. With a reduction
in activity relating to capital development of the
Sylva Wood Centre, less restricted funding was
received.

Gabriel Hemery

ur biggest news was
the opening of the
unique Sylva Wood Centre,
which aims to foster
enterprise and innovation in
British wood. We renovated
a semi-derelict agricultural
building and attracted
seven business tenants.
We are also ‘incubating’ two new businesses under
our Start-Up arrangements. Our new purpose-built
office—made from sustainably-sourced timber of
course—is nearly complete as I write and the whole
team is looking forward to moving in shortly. Over
1,000 people visited the centre during Oxfordshire
ArtWeeks last May and the local community has been
generous with its support.
Resilience is emerging as an ever-stronger concept
in the natural environment, and the huge response
by woodland owners and managers to Sylva’s latest
national British Woodlands Survey on this subject
has given us new focus for next year. Also in the last
12 months we led the drafting of a Climate Change
Accord for England that has been signed by 35
woodland and forestry organisations.
Our core myForest service continues to grow and
we ended the year with nearly 4,000 woodland
owners using the service; together managing more
than 45,000 hectares (66,000 football pitches!). A
substantial area of privately-owned woodland is
found in Scotland, so we were pleased to expand
the support we can offer woodland owners in the
country, following our collaboration with Forestry
Commission Scotland and other partners.
These projects reflect the influence Sylva Foundation
exerts on both forestry policy and practice in the UK,
which is something we are keen to increase in future.
Finally, thanks to the John Ellerman Foundation,
we have employed a specialist in fundraising
and development to help diversify our funding
sources. The charity was founded on the belief and
investment of a few visionary people who see trees
differently. With the support of more far-sighted
individuals, trusts and businesses we will continue
our work turning this vision into positive, sustainable
environmental change.

2015-16

Restricted funds stand at £1,073,544, of which
£1,033,000 is valued as land and buildings held in
perpetuity at the Sylva Wood Centre. The remaining
£40,544 is restricted for use as defined by donors
and grants.
Charitable expenditure
Total resources expended were £585,363. Of this
£317,111 was spent on charitable activities, while
investment in fixed assets included property
(£253,237) and equipment (£15,015).
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N.B. Information from our management accounts,
which include apportioned salaries, indicates that
a total of 16% of expenditure was attributed to
administration, governance and income generation.
The breakdown is shown in the graph above.

A formal financial statement and trustee report is
available on request, and online from the Charity
Commission or Scottish Charity Regulator.

Sylva Foundation is an environmental charity helping British
woodlands thrive for people and for nature.
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In 2016-17 we will:

M

ove towards bringing 5% more privatelyowned British woodland into active
management, and introduce new tools to help
woodland owners share information and plan for
the future.
Launch a new project using myForest to begin
to improve the management of deer in British
woodlands (in collaboration with the Deer Initiative).
Launch two new educational projects: teaching
children and young adults about sustainable
forestry, and supporting Forest Schools.
Help develop an innovative new mechanism to
assist trading in ecosystem services, under the
NaturEtrade project with Oxford University, across
four EU countries.
Collaborate with partners and funders to launch a
forestry strategy for Oxfordshire that we hope will
lead to more local timber being produced and used,
more wildlife, and more woodlands planted.
Develop the Sylva Wood Centre; host a craftspersonin-residence in partnership with a local college,
develop better facilities to foster training and
education, and support a national design
competition for architecture and engineering
students.
Involve local and national Sylva ‘communities’ in
funding and planting a demonstration ‘Future
Forest’ and community orchard, and relocate the
Sylva HQ to the heart of the Wood Centre.

Contact us
Sylva Foundation
Sylva Wood Centre
Long Wittenham
OX14 4QT
01865 408018
www.sylva.org.uk
Sylva Foundation is a charity registered in England & Wales
(1128516) and in Scotland (SC041892).
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