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Timber from the OneOak project is used in an innovative timber-framed house in Gloucestershire,
constructed by Carpenter Oak & Woodland.
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Report from the Chair
Now in our third year, Sylva’s charitable initiatives are
delivering in diverse and innovative ways, and we
have many exciting projects in the pipeline.
Our scientific work continues unbounded.
Congratulations to Dr Gillian Petrokofsky for
completing her DPhil thesis at Oxford. The efforts of
our Sylva Scholar Kirsty Monk are unveiling amazing
facts about the role of fungi in woodland ecosystems.
While we may wait patiently for the timber from the OneOak tree to
season this does not mean we’ve been idle in the OneOak project. We
have held almost continuous exhibitions at major venues during the year,
attracting tens of thousands of visitors, and worked widely with schools
including the provision of support for a national competition.
The myForest Service passed a significant milestone when the ten
thousandth hectare was mapped online. Our plans for developing the
service further mean that we anticipate equally good growth in uptake
next year, as awareness continues to grow of its benefits.
Our work continues to attract good interest from the media, particularly
the OneOak project, which was featured several times on BBC radio, in
the local newspapers and in specialist magazines. Our suite of websites
attracted over 130,000 unique visits during the 12 month period.
We welcomed Lucius Cary as a new trustee this year: Lucius brings a
wealth of business and investment knowledge to our Board, together
with a passion for wood working and woodland management.
And then there are plans for a national survey of woodland owners,
developments in TreeWatch, support for a major book on forestry, our
Artist in Residence ... and more. I hope you enjoy reading more about our
work.
Sir Martin Wood, Chair of Trustees
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About Sylva
Sylva is working to revive Britain’s wood culture. Our vision is for
woodlands to thrive ecologically and economically for the benefit of
everyone.
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Schematic produced by Sylva for the Community Engagement Toolkit, See p.11.

Sylva's working definition of wood culture is: the stewardship of woodland
and the use of forest produce for a sustainable future.
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Sylva has a small and dedicated staff, working very widely in partnership
with others and governed by a board of four trustees. We operate through
three main work programmes: knowledge, people and forest management,
which reflect our three charitable objects.
Knowledge ~ conducting & promoting research
We are advancing forestry knowledge by acting as a respected
independent research organisation for the forestry sector. Forestry
Horizons operates as an independent thinktank. We undertake and support research that
furthers our aims, including a scholarship with
the University of Oxford.
People ~ advancing education
We are contributing to a revival of a wood culture in Britain, acting as
an ambassador for sustainable forestry.
TreeWatch is a citizen-science project
through which we promote public
learning and engagement with trees, and
contribute to scientific understanding of tree
health. Our OneOak project is following the
full life story of a single oak tree to reconnect
people with the importance of wood in modern
society and the benefits of sustainable forest management.
Forest Management ~ supporting
sustainable forest management
We
support
sustainable
forest
management across Britain. We fulfil a
significant role in bringing woodlands
into management, and serve the wood community through our myForest
Service.
Our work under these initiatives are detailed in the following pages.
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Promoting and Conducting Research
Evidence-based policy making
Our support of DPhil student Gillian
Petrokofsky at the Department of
Plant Sciences, University of Oxford,
came to fruition with the publication
of her thesis and graduation. Her
work exploring issues surrounding policy development and decisionmaking in British forestry has been important and influential, and likely to
have particular resonance with policy developments in England during
2012. Dr Petrokofsky subsequently joined our staff on a part-time basis
to manage a new survey (see below).
British Woodlands Survey - 2012
Ambitious plans for a new national survey were developed to gather
knowledge and evidence about the state of Britain’s woodlands; their
ownership, management and markets. Building on a series of surveys
run by the University of Cambridge since the 1960s, the survey will seek
to canvas, with the support of a very wide range of partners, several
thousand woodland owners during 2012.
Sylva Scholarship
The Sylva Scholarship was launched in October 2010 in a partnership
between the Sylva Foundation and the Department of Plant Sciences,
University of Oxford. The research is supported by scientists from the
Natural History Museum, London.
Our first Sylva Scholar, Kirsty Monk, is now in her second year. The subject
of Kirsty’s work is: The consequences of management and climate change for
ecosystem function: a case study of cord-forming fungi in English woodlands.
Kirsty reports that “over the last year attention has focussed on writing
up results, carrying out fieldwork in Wytham and further afield and
beginning the task of extracting and sequencing the DNA of all of the
samples collected to date. “
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Sylva Scholar, Kirsty Monk, tracking fungal cords in a woodland. They are the super highways in a woodland,
transporting nutrients and acting as ‘ecosystem engineers’. Kirsty has discovered that some cords can travel
hundreds of metres in the leaflitter, linking rotting woody debris with living trees.

Publications 2011-12
1. Hemery, G.E. (2012). Reviving a wood culture in Britain. In: The State of the
UK’s forests, woods and trees: perspectives from the sector. Woodland Trust
pp.98.
2. Hemery, G.E. (2012). Trees fit for the future. In: The State of the UK’s forests,
woods and trees: perspectives from the sector. Woodland Trust pp.98.
3. Norman, K., Burgess, P., Yeomans, A., and Hemery, G. (2011). Woodfuel and
woodland management. Quarterly Journal of Forestry, 105, 2, 135-140.
4. Petrokofsky, G., (2011). Better science for forestry: could evidence-based
forestry work? DPhil Thesis, University of Oxford. 237pp.
5. Petrokofsky, G., Brown, N.D., and Hemery, G.E. (2012). Matching a scientific
knowledge base with stakeholders’ needs: The T10Q project as a case
study for forestry. Forest Policy & Economics, online.
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Advancing Education
“We asked why the tree was cut down and were told it was to
demonstrate that it is possible to grow trees for their timber
products and for the benefit of the environment. Now 250 children
have each planted a tree in its place. This is very encouraging! A
great project - thank you.”
Visitor to OneOak exhibition, Oxford Botanic Garden, May 2011

Our OneOak project, following the full life story of one oak tree, entered
its second year. While the OneOak timber continued to season, focus
shifted to a holding number of major public exhibitions.
The
exhibitions “Tree-rific! Stunning photographs and interesting work. Many
reached thousands thanks.”
Visitor to OneOak exhibition, Oxford Botanic Garden, June 2011
of visitors during
extended periods at
Oxford Botanic Garden (five months) and Oxford University Museum of
Natural History (over six months). For the second year running a four day
exhibition was held at Art in Action, where alongside our display showing
information and films, our staff were
“It was worth waiting the 56 years of my life
(so far) to see the extraordinary and wonderful on hand to talk to visitors. We also
work of craft and imagination.”
hosted there some of the artists and
Visitor to OneOak exhibition, Oxford University makers using green (unseasoned)
Museum of Natural History, November 2011
timber from the OneOak tree.

Students from Arden School, Solihull, learning about
furniture making using OneOak timber at OCVC
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We supported a national school
furniture design competition
‘MakeIT!’ with Proskills by
donating a piece of OneOak
timber and our CEO was on
the judging panel. Later in the
year we launched our own Fine
Furniture Competition with
Rycotewood Furniture Centre
at Oxford & Cherwell Valley
College (OCVC).

The New Sylva
Exciting plans to support a book to celebrate
the forthcoming 350th Anniversary of John
Evelyn’s seminal book on forestry, Sylva, were
developed. A publishing deal was secured and
our first Artist in Residence Dr Sarah Simblet
appointed to produce the drawings. Sarah is to
co-author the book with Gabriel Hemery. The
New Sylva will be published by Bloomsbury
in 2014; progress can be followed at
www.NewSylva.com.
TreeWatch
Our citizen science and tree health education initiative TreeWatch
continued to develop with numbers of volunteers growing steadily. In
May 2011 we launched a new pear rust survey with The Royal Horticultural
Society. The resulting data was shared later with the National Biodiversity
Network (NBN); the first time that disease data has been provided to the
NBN database. 2011 was our second year running a survey of the horse
chestnut leaf miner. We are preparing to launch two new surveys jointly
with Forest Research in Spring 2012, both of which will relate to the health
of oak trees across Britain.

Sylva’s CEO Gabriel Hemery speaking at the the
Indian-hosted wood culture conference: Art and
Joy of Wood – Rediscovering wood: the key to a
sustainable future.

Communications
Gabriel Hemery was invited by the
Food & Agriculture Organisation of
the United Nations to speak at an
international conference concerning
Wood Culture. A large number of
other talks were provided by staff
during the year covering all aspects
of our work. A workshop about our
work, held at Oxford University’s
Department of Continuing Education,
attracted a full house.
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Supporting Sustainable Forest management
Sylva provides practical resources www.
for sustainable forest management
mainly through the myForest
service. It provides woodland
.org.uk
owners and managers with mapping
and management tools. Selling and sourcing of home-grown woodland
products is encouraged by linking growers with wood users across Britain.

myForest

myForest is central to a
number of our forestry
projects with other partners.
Our Leader-funded project
in southern Oxfordshire
was nearing completion by
the end of the year, with
targets met successfully.
We collaborated also with
the Chilterns Woodland
Project in a bid for a separate
Leader-funded project that Alistair Yeomans demonstrates how to ‘read your woodland’
was later successful. A new during an interactive training day for woodland owners.
collaboration was initiated with the Surrey Hills AONB and Woodland
Trust. myForest was launched in Wales in collaboration with ConFor and
Forestry Commission Wales.
In terms of technical developments in myForest a new Woodland
Management Planning template was developed, while major steps in
improving the online mapping service continue.
Other work under our Forestry programme included the development
of a Community Engagement Toolkit to assist woodand owners in
communicating with the public; in conjunction with Bioregional and
Forestry Commission London. Work on the Woodfootprinter with Best
Foot Forward was completed early in the year.
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Uptake of myForest
continued to be very
encouraging,
with
hundreds of woodland
owners
across
England, Scotland and
Wales mapping their
woodlands. A major
milestone was exceeded
as 10,000 hectares of
woodland were mapped.
Collaboration with the
Forestry Commission,
particularly in England
and Wales, continued
with
a
view
to
supporting
more
woodland
owners
in drawing up UK
Woodland
Assurance
Scheme
(UKWAS)
management plans.

Woodland area (ha) mapped on myForest 2011-12

myForest metrics by March 2012 .....

280 businesses registered
527 woodland owners registered
721 woodlands registered
12,108 hectares (29,907 acres) of woodland mapped
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Financial Summary
The Sylva Foundation has delivered efficiently a wide range of initiatives
to meet its objects. The organisation has low project delivery costs, in
part due to effective use of information technology. Sylva also works very
widely with a large number if partners in innovative ways.
Expenditure

Income

Sylva receives core funding from major donors that amounts to the
majority of our income. A number of consultancy projects and grants
diversified our income streams during the financial year.
A new online shop was launched, selling initially some prints and cards of
artwork donated to Sylva by artists working with us the OneOak project.
A ‘crowd funding’ capability was added to the website of the myForest
Service, enabling those who use the service to donate directly to its
management and development.

Full audited accounts are available on request or available from the
Charity Commission website.
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Thanks
We are indebted to so many individuals, partners, funders and friends:
Angus Beaton, Art in Action, Best Foot Forward, Bioregional, Bladon
CofE Primary School, Carpenter Oak & Woodland, Chilterns Woodland
Project, Cobb Charity, Coed Cymru, ConFor, Cranfield University, Cumbria
Woodlands Project, Deep in Wood, Department of Land Economy University of Cambridge, Departments of Plant Sciences and ZoologyUniversity of Oxford, Devon County Council, Duke of Marlborough
and staff of Blenheim Palace, Earthwatch, Earth Trust, Edina Trust,
Flagstone Press, Forest Research, Forestry Commission England, Forestry
Commission Wales, Institute of Chartered Foresters, Jane King, Living
Woods Magazine, Martin Damen, National Biodiversity Network, National
Trust, Natural History Museum, Nicholson Nurseries, Oxford & Cherwell
Valley College (Rycotewood Furniture Centre), Oxford Botanic Garden,
Oxford University Museum of Natural History, Oxfordshire Forest School
Service, Oxfordshire Nature Conservation Forum, Oxfordshire Woodland
Project, Philip Koomen, Proskills, Rebecca Hind, Rodas Design, Royal
Botanic Garden Edinburgh, Royal Forestry Society, Royal Horticultural
Society, Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors, Rural Development
Initiatives, Sarah Morgan, Sarah Simblet, Silvanus Trust, Simon Clements,
South Oxfordshire District Council, Stonesfield CofE Primary School,
Surrey Hills AONB, Timbmet, TRADA, Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment,
Tree Council, UN FAO, University of Reading, Ward Forester, Willowcroft
Community School, Wood Farm Primary School, Woodstock Primary
School.

Looking down on the dinosaurs from the OneOak exhibition at the Oxford University Museum of Natural
History: September 2011 - April 2012.
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The Sylva Foundation is a tree and forestry charity promoting the
conservation of the environment by:
•

conducting & promoting research;

•

advancing tree & woodland education;

•

supporting sustainable forest management.

Please consider seriously donating to support our initiatives or the
general work of the charity. We have currently a major fundraising drive
to support our Sylva Scholarship progamme at the University of Oxford.
We use donation specialists The Big Give to help us raise funds online.
Alternatively contact us to find out more.
We welcome enquiries from people who have time and skills they may
wish to offer to Sylva on a voluntary basis.

Sylva Foundation
Manor House
Little Wittenham
Oxfordshire
OX14 4RA
United Kingdom
Tel: +44 (0)1865 408018
email: info@SYLVA.org.uk

www.SYLVA.org.uk
Charity registered in England and Wales (1128516) and Scotland (SC041892)

